inarch out in turn. There should have been fourteen,
but when the last had gone by some said that only
thirteen had passed, and Birch \vas therefore sent
back to Innes' post, the extreme point of the position,
to make sure that they were all withdrawn. The
unaccustomed quiet and the loneliness of the place
struck coldly on his nerves, but he had to go on.
There was no one there. When he had returned and
reported to the two Generals, they bared their heads
to the Baillie Guard in honour of the long defence,
and then Outram waved his hand to Inglis to go
first: but Inglis stood his ground, claiming it as his
right to come behind. Outram smiled and held out
his hand. 'Let us go out together,' he said; so they
shook hands and walked side by side down the slope
that led away from the battered gate.
Behind them came the staff, both Wilson and
Birch having determined to be last man out. The
hardships of the siege had told more heavily-on
Wilson; Birch sent him rolling down the slope with
a charge he had learnt on the playing fields of
Harrow, and was himself the last, as he thought, to
leave the entrenchment.
The retreat of the old garrison was covered by the
78th Highlanders from Lockhart's post. Outram said
to them: 'Soldiers, you had the honour of leading the
advance into Lucknow, and for that reason you have
been selected to form the rearguard on leaving.' They
were ordered to break step lest the regular tramp of
their feet should arouse the enemy's suspicions.
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